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Diary Dates 2019-2020 

 

 
Thursday 23rd January   -  Oaks Christingle at St Mary’s, Stafford 
Friday 24th January    -  Australia Day 
Wednesday 29th January  -  Whole school visit to Chester Zoo 
Tuesday 4th February    -  Book fair arrives 
Wednesday 5th/6th February -  Balanceablity Reception/Year1 
Friday 7th February    -  Number Day 
Thursday 13th February  -  Break up for Half Term 
Monday 24th February    -  Return to School 
Thursday 5th March    -  World Book Day 
 

 

 

Tuesday 4th February till Monday 10th February. 

Book Fair will be open after school from 3.30pm 
till 4pm  

 

Oaks to St Mary’s Church, Stafford 
 

 

 

 

 

 

On Thursday 23rd January we will be 
taking Oaks to a special Christingle    

Service at  St Mary’s in Stafford. We 
will be joining children from other 

schools all over  Stafford.  

 

 
 

Have you registered yet? Fundraising couldn’t be easier! 

Please help the school by using easyfundraising when shopping online. 

easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stjohnscefirstschool/ 



 

 

Attendance 

Well done to the following classes 
for the week ending  10th January 
2020 

   Acorns     91.52%  

   Year 1   95% 

   Year 2   92.86%   

   Year 3     100% 

   Year 4    97.5%  

 

 

Whole School Year to date 

95.88% 

 

Our target for the year is 

98.5% 

 

 

Well done to the following classes 
for the week ending  17th January 
2020 

    
  Acorns             96.97% 

   Year 1          100% 

   Year 2          96.83% 

   Year 3            100% 

   Year 4           89.58% 

 

 

Whole School Year to date 

  

     

 

Child of the Week  

Well done to the following children 
week ending 17th January 2020 
  

 Acorns  Jessica 

  

  

 Saplings Harry 

   Faizaan 

    

 Oaks  Ava 

   Rosie 

     

 
 

Please send Children to school 
with a warm coat everyday as 
we do play out side in the cold 

at break times! 
 

 

Inset Day 

 

Just an early reminder that  

Friday 14th February 2020 is an   
inset day and school will be closed 

to Children. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There will be a whole school visit 
to Chester Zoo on  

Wednesday 29th January. 

Remember to order your packed 
lunch via the school office by 

23rd January or bring your own.  

Please also remember children 
need to be at school for 8:30am 

and will return at 4:15pm. 

The trip is £5 payable via ParentPay 

 

 

 

Polite Notice  

 

Please can parents be mindful when 
dropping off and picking up children.  

Please keep your speed limit to a     
minimum for the safety of our pupils. 

 

Well Done to Liam Allcott who won a                      
£15.00 Smith’s voucher for 100%      

attendance for Autumn Half Term. 

 

 

 

Australia Day Friday 24th January 

 

The school council have arranged a 
date for us to raise some money for 
the Firefighters and people affected 

by the fires in Australia.   

Please donate what you can.  

We will be holding a non uniform day, 
children can come to school dressed as  

either  

The Colours of the flag 

An Australian Animal 

Or a Famous Australian 

We will also be holding a cake sale at 
playtime. Please donate cakes where 

possible. 



   

School opens 

 

Half-term 

 

School closes 

Autumn 2020 
  

Thursday 3nd   
September 2020 

  

  

Monday 26th October – Friday 
30th October 

  

  

Friday 18th            
December 2020 

  

  

Spring 2021 

  

Monday 4th  

January 2021 

  

Monday 15th February –     
Friday 19th February 2021 

  

  

Thursday 1st April 
2021 

  

  

Summer 2021 

  

Monday 19th April 
2021 

  

  

Monday 31st May – Friday 4th 
June 2020 

  

Wednesday   21st 
July 2020 

Inset Days (School Closed for children) 

 

             

Inset Days 

1st and 2nd September 2020 

23rd October 2020 

22nd February 2021 

2nd July 2021 

  

 

 

Extra Days 

Monday 3rd May – Bank Holiday. 

 

Term Dates 2020/2021 



Understanding Relationships and Health                 

Education in first school: a guide for parents 

From September 2020, all primary age children must be taught Relationships and Health         
Education.  These subjects are designed to equip your child with knowledge to make informed 
decisions about their wellbeing, health and relationships as well as preparing them for a           
successful adult life. There will be little change for pupils at St John’s, as we have always taught 
a comprehensive personal health and social education curriculum through the Jigsaw Scheme,  
before relationships and health education became statutory. 

 
Relationships Education 

Relationships Education puts in place the building blocks needed for positive and safe              
relationships, including with family, friends and online.  Your child will be taught what a            
relationship is, what friendship is, what family means and who can support them. We will cover 
how to treat each other with kindness, consideration and respect. 

 
Health Education 

 
Health Education aims to children the information they need to make good decisions about their 
own health and wellbeing, to recognise issues in themselves and others, and to seek support as 
early as possible when issues arise. 

Questions 

Do you teach about sex?   

No. We do not teach about sex or conception at St John’s, but we do teach children 
about their bodies through a unit called ‘Changing Me’.  Each year group is taught appro-
priate to their age and developmental stage. Please note: at no point will a child be 
taught something that is inappropriate; and if a question from a child arises and the 
teacher feels it would be inappropriate to answer, (for example, because of its mature 
or explicit nature), the child will be encouraged to ask his/her parents or carers at 
home, the question will not be answered to the child or class if it is outside the remit of 
that year group’s programme. 

We do use the correct terminology for body parts from Year 1 ie penis, vagina, anus, tes-
ticles, as this is important for safeguarding and giving pupils a common language to use to 
discuss any concerns. 
 
 
 

Will I know when my child is being taught about relationships? 

Class curriculum newsletters will outline the PHSE topic taught each half term. 

 



 

When will children have sex education? 

Sex education will be compulsory for all children from age 11.  Middle school will provide you with 
more information around when and how this will be covered. 

Do you teach about LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender)?  

LGBT is not mentioned specifically in lessons.  However, schools do have a duty to teach 
children about rights and responsibilities, acceptance, empathy and understanding of  
others.   

We teach children to accept differences.  We teach that family situations are different; 
some children will have parents who are separated, some may live with a mum and a dad, 
some may have step-parents etc.  However, in lessons that explore differences in fami-
lies, should children raise the question about same-gender couples, this would be ex-
plained to children in the following way: ‘Some children can have two mummies or two 
daddies.’ Teachers are not expected to go beyond this response, or give more detail, as 
that would not be age-appropriate. However, this does acknowledge and include any     
children who have LGBT people as part of their family.   We help explore why a loving and 
caring family is important, whatever the make-up of that family. 

In some lessons about bullying children may bring up the inappropriate use of the words 
‘gay’ and ‘lesbian’. In the same lessons they may also be exploring racist and sexist       
language, or other insulting language. In these lessons, teachers explain that any insult is 
unkind and hurtful. Teachers may explain that being gay is a type of adult relationship 
where two men or two women love each other in a romantic way. Teachers are not        
expected to go beyond this definition. It is simply explaining what being gay means and 
that the word ‘gay’ (or other LGBTQ -related words) should not be used in an insulting or 
derogatory way.  We aim to teach children that respect and kindness are important     
values. 

Can I withdraw my child from relationships education?  
No.  Parents cannot withdraw children from Relationships and Health Education, and this 
includes lessons on puberty, prejudice and discrimination, bullying, difference and        
diversity and different families, including the content discussed in this leaflet. 

 

 

If you have any further questions about this topic, please speak to Miss Challiner. 
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Diary Dates 2019-2020 

 

 
Tuesday 4th February    -  Book fair arrives 
Wednesday 5th/6th February -  Balanceablity Reception/Year1 
Friday 7th February    -  Number Day 
Thursday 13th February  -  Break up for Half Term 
Monday 24th February    -  Return to School 
Thursday 5th March    -  World Book Day 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Tuesday 4th February till Monday 
10th February. 

Book Fair will be open after school 
from 3.30pm till 4pm  

 

Oaks to St Mary’s Church, Stafford 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Oaks enjoyed their visit to St Mary’s in 

Stafford to celebrate Christingle. 



 

Attendance 

Well done to the following classes 
for the week ending  24th January 
2020 

   Acorns     87.25%  

   Year 1   79.63% 

   Year 2   95.24%   

   Year 3     94.95% 

   Year 4    93.06%  

 

 

Whole School Year to date 

95.79% 

Well done to the following classes 
for the week ending  31st January 
2020 

    
  Acorns             97.41 % 

   Year 1          100% 

   Year 2          93.88% 

   Year 3            97.40% 

   Year 4           98.21% 

Whole School Year to date 

95.80 

Our target for the year is 

     

 

Child of the Week  

Well done to the following children 
week ending 31st January 2020 
  

 Acorns  Iris 

  

 Saplings Olivia 

   Emily    

  

 Oaks  Lauren 

   Noah   
  

Inset Day 

 

Friday 14th February is a staff training 
day and is a particularly important 

event as schools from  

Penk Valley Academy Trust will be    
joining together with colleagues from 

Brewood Middle school and  

St Michael’s. We will be  

collaborating to review the  

curriculum; ensuring it is ambitious and 
relevant for all our young people. 

Well Done to our Book Fair Prize 
winners, they each win a £5 token 

to spend next week! 

We loved your art and poems. 

 

Eliza 

Joshua 

Lucas 

 Chester 

Lauren 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have received complaints from several of our 

neighbours, in the streets surrounding the school. 

Please can we ask that you park considerately, safely 

and please switch your engines off as the noise is 

causing a disturbance and creating pollution. 

 

Many thanks 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Australia Day Friday 24th January 

 

Thank you to the School Council for arranging Australia Day, and everyone who 
supported the cause by making cakes, dressing up and donating. 

We all had a great day whilst managing to raise over £139.69 which will go to 
good causes in Australia. 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you Mrs Austin for arranging such a fabulous trip, we all had a great time! 
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Diary Dates 2019-2020 

 

 
Thursday 13th February  -  Break up for Half Term 
Monday 24th February    -  Return to School 
Thursday 5th March    -  World Book Day 
Tuesday 10th March    -  Parents Evening 3:30-8:00pm 
Wednesday 18th March   -  Acorns Mother’s Day lunch 
Thursday 19th March    -  Saplings Mother’s Day lunch 
Friday 20th March    -  Oaks Mother’s Day lunch 
Wednesday 1st April    -  Easter Service at Church 2pm 
Wednesday 29th April-1st May -  Oaks visit to Kingswood 
Wednesday 20th May    -  Sports Day 1:30-3:15pm 

Ladies that we love day! 

This year we will be celebrating Mother’s Day by 
inviting the lady that we love into school to share 

a lunch time meal with us. 

 

Acorns will host their mother/family member  
on Wednesday 18th March. 

Roast Turkey or Broccoli Bake. 

 

Saplings will host their mother/family member  
on Thursday 19th March. 

Pork Sausages or Quorn Chilli 

 

Oaks will host their mother/family member  on 
Friday 20th March. 

Fish or Cheese and vegetable bake. 

Adult meals are £2.20 and must be ordered via 
the office and paid for on ParentPay by Friday 

6th March.  

Children meals to be ordered via the normal 
route on parent pay or in class. 

World Book Day 

Thursday 5th March 

 

We will be celebrating World 

Book Day this year by coming to 

school dressed as our favourite 

nursery rhyme characters!  

The day will be focused on  

tradition nursery rhymes and will  

focus on literacy. 



 

Attendance 

Well done to the following classes 
for the week ending  7th February 
2020 
   Acorns          94.83%  

   Year 1   85.71% 

   Year 2   95.92% 

   Year 3         97.40% 

   Year 4    99.11% 

 

Whole School Year to date 95.80 % 

Our target for the year is 

98.5% 

  

     

 

Child of the Week  

Well done to the following children 
week ending 7th February 
  

 Acorns  Roo 

  

 Saplings Lucas 

   Isabella M  

  

 Oaks  Thomas 

   Amelia B 

      
    

Inset Day 

 

Friday 14th February is a staff training 
day and is a particularly important 

event as schools from  

Penk Valley Academy Trust will be    
joining together with colleagues from 

Brewood Middle school and  

St Michael’s. We will be  

collaborating to review the  

curriculum; ensuring it is ambitious and 
relevant for all our young people. 

Saplings—Forest School 

 

After half term Saplings will be 
taking part in Forest School  

sessions on a Friday afternoon 
with Mrs Austin. They will need to 

bring suitable footwear and  

clothing for the sessions as they 
will be outside whatever the 

weather.   

Many thanks! 

Star Writer 

Well done to the following children 
week ending 7th February 
  

 Acorns  Frankie  

 Saplings Olivia 

   Chester 

 Oaks  Emilia  

   Milli   
       

ParentPay 

 

Please ensure your parent pay is cleared by 

today,  Thursday 13th February. 

Any debts remaining will be referred to the 

Wolgarston Debt team. 

This does not include parents who pay via 

vouchers or the tax scheme. 

 

Thank you 



 

 

Well done to everyone who performed at  

The Wolgarston Dance Festival. 
 

The dance festival was a huge success and the children were amazing in their        
performance, they all did us proud! 

 



  

 

 

 

 

Parents Evening 

Tuesday 10th March 

3:30-8pm 

 

Please book via your child’s class teacher, sign 

up sheets will be located near each class room 

door. 

 

Many thanks 

 

Painting Party! 

 

We are looking for volunteers to help us 

paint the old school gates so they match 

better with the new fencing! We are also 

hoping to get the peaceful place      

painted...but we need help!! 

Dates to be confirmed but we are  

looking at a Saturday or Sunday in June! 
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Diary Dates 2020—2021 
 
    
Tuesday 20th October     - Harvest Festival streamed live at 2pm 
Wednesday 21st October   - Black Lives Matter Day 
Friday 23rd October    - Inset Day  
Wednesday 4th November  - Reception class to receive Bibles in Church 2:30pm 
Monday 30th November    - Christingle Week 
Friday 18th December    - Last day of Autumn term 
          

 
           

 

 

School’s Covid 19 Update 
Deciding whether your child should be in school at the moment is not an easy decision for parents to 
make. It is important that you do what you feel is right, comfortable and safe for your entire family. 
However, St John’s staff are all doing their best to keep the children safe and happy. I would like to 
congratulate all the children on how amazing they have been and how happy they have all settled in to 
school life. Unfortunately, we cannot guarantee that the school will not have to close again due to this 
virus. If you or any member of your family gets a positive COVID test, then can you please inform the 
school immediately, either by phoning or emailing the school office. We will ensure that no names will be 
passed on to the public. We thank you for your continued support and pray for good health for all. 
Email: office@st-johns-bishopswood.staffs.sch.uk or headteacher@st-johns-bishopswood.staffs.sch.uk  
Tel: 01785 840318  

Miss Challiner 

 
The Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline is available to 

answer questions about coronavirus (COVID-19) relating to education and chil-

dren’s social care. Staff, parents and young people can contact this helpline by 

calling: 

Phone: 0800 046 8687 

Opening hours: 

Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm 

Saturday and Sunday from 10am to 4pm 

 

mailto:office@st-johns-bishopswood.staffs.sch.uk
mailto:headteacher@st-johns-bishopswood.staffs.sch.uk


Attendance 

Well done to the following classes 
for the week ending 18th September 
2020 

 

   Acorns     93.51% 

   Year 1   94.20% 

   Year 2   89.80% 

   Year 3        87.01% 

   Year 4    100% 

 

Whole school year to date 92.72% 

Our target for the year is 

98.5%   

 

Well done to the following classes 
for the week ending 25th September 
2020 

 

   Acorns     100% 

   Year 1   95.65% 

   Year 2   95.92% 

   Year 3        96.10% 

   Year 4    92.86% 

 

Whole school year to date 93.21% 

Our target for the year is 

98.5%   

       

Child of the Week  

 

Well done to the following children 
week ending 18th September 2020 

  

Acorns - George 

  - Ella 

  

Saplings - Lola 

  - Ella 

 

Oaks  - Owen  

  - Millie G 

  

Well done to the following children 
week ending 25th September 2020 

  

Acorns - Betty 

  - Eryn 

  

Saplings - Imogen 

  - Josh B 

 

Oaks  - Chester 

  - Lauren M 

 

Please can we remind you children should only be 

bringing water to school in their bottles and not 

juice. 

Please speak to the class teacher if you have any  

concerns regarding this. 

Thank you 

 

Head Teacher’s Award       

 

Well done to Subhaan for receiving the 

Head Teacher’s Award on Friday 18th 

September. 

 

 



Staggered Starts 

Please remember to bring you child at 
the correct time. 

If surname starts with A-K arrive 
8.50 am, pick up 3 pm  

          If surname starts with L-Z  
arrive at 9 am, pick up 3.15 pm 

As things are not improving in relation to 

COVID-19 we are tightening school rules. 

Just one adult to do drop off / collection. 

 

Nursery 

When picking up nursery children at 

lunchtime please can you wait in the car un-

til the time of collection and report to the 

office . Please do not go onto to the play-

ground. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

Miss Challiner’s Race for Life  

This Saturday 26th September Miss Challiner is 

raising money for Cancer Research by doing her 

own  

Race for Life 

running the Stafford to Gnosall old railway line. 

If you would like to donate please click the link  

below. Thank you! 

https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/emmas

-very-2020-race-for-life-106?feed=d3b84173-d9e1-

41e5-95fc-7d8489bc744e  

Contingency Planning  

 

In the coming days you child will bring home a 
book and a list of passwords for their  on line  

learning websites. This is to remain at home in 
case the school is forced to close again due to 

COVID-19. 

 

Homework will also be sent electronically and 
will be published on the school website.  

 

Please check your child’s class page via the 
website for  updates. 

 

 

 

Reception to St Johns Church 

Wednesday 4th November 2020 

 2.30 start 

St John’s Church would like to invite all of 
reception children plus up to 3 family 

members to a service in church. The children 
will be presented with a beautiful children’s  

bible to welcome them to St John’s Church 

The children will be walked down from 
school and meet you there. You can then 
take your child home at the end of the  

service. 

Please RSVP via email to the office. 

office@st-johns-bishopswood.staffs.sch.uk 

 

Huge Congratulations to former  

students Scarlett Fullard who is now head girl at 

Brewood Middle School and Abbey Laycock who is 

now head girl at Newport Girls. 

Well done girls we are so proud of you both! 

School Photos 

The deadline for returning your school photos or-

der form is  

7th October at 9am. 

Please return to the school office, thanks. 

Free School Meals 

 

Please can I remind you that Children from 
Reception—Year 2 are entitled to a free 

school meal each day. 

The cost for those in Nursery, Year 3 and 
Year 4 is £2.40 daily, payable on ParentPay. 

 

Children who are registered as Pupil Premium  
are also entitled to a free school meal. Any 
one who believes they are eligible for Pupil 

Premium can  contact the office for further 
details.  

https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/emmas-very-2020-race-for-life-106?feed=d3b84173-d9e1-41e5-95fc-7d8489bc744e
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/emmas-very-2020-race-for-life-106?feed=d3b84173-d9e1-41e5-95fc-7d8489bc744e
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/emmas-very-2020-race-for-life-106?feed=d3b84173-d9e1-41e5-95fc-7d8489bc744e


PE and Forest School Reminders! 

 

Acorns will have Motivational Monday’s and 
Forest School Fridays. 

Saplings will have Monday PE and  Forest 
School Fridays. 

Oaks will have PE Wednesday and Forest 
School Thursdays. 

Due to schools having to restrict the amount 
of personal property coming into school, we 
are asking that children come to school in 
their Forest school or PE kit on relevant 
days. 

Due to this children still need to remain 
smart and therefore we require where  

possible that children come in black/navy 

 joggers/leggings and a black/navy top for 
Forest School. No logos or Football kits. 

School PE kit is a white T-Shirt, black/navy 
bottoms and a red/black/navy jumper 

 

Thank you . 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

Last week Saplings and Oaks had      
lessons on how to keep safe on line. Ask 

your child about what they learnt to 
see what they can remember.  

 

If you need any help or advise on how 
to keep your child safe please click the 

link   below for some ideas.  

 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/  

Family Support Service by SCTSP in Partnership with Staffordshire County Council 

SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE 

FREE ONLINE BEHAVIOUR & WELLBEING WORKSHOPS/PROGRAMMES 

Programmes for Parents 

4- week Understanding and Managing Challenging Behaviour Programme 

Topics include: Anger, Defiance, Anxiety, Low Self Esteem 

Start Date: Monday 5th October: 9.30-10.30am  

Understanding and Managing Anger and Difficult Feelings Workshop 

Thursday 29th October 6-7pm 

Parent Wellbeing Workshop 

Thursday 22nd October: 11-12pm 

Workshops for Parents and Children to do together 

Helping Children to Understand and Build Self Esteem  

Wednesday 7th October:  6-7pm 

Helping Children to Understand and Manage Anxiety and Worries  

Saturday 17th October: 10-11am 

To book your place please email your name, date of programme and telephone number  

to raminderdhaliwal.fss@sctsp.org.uk or text/phone with your name, date of programme and email  

address to 07741645691 

Once you have booked onto you will be sent instructions on how to access the Workshop/Programme.  

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
mailto:raminderdhaliwal.fss@sctsp.org.uk






          

 

 

 

 

 

 

St John’s Church of England (VC) First School 
 

Term Dates for 2020-21 

 

 

 

   

Inset Days (School Closed for children) 

 

             

Inset Days 

1st and 2nd September 2020 

23rd October 2020 

22nd February 2021 

2nd July 2021 

  

 

 

Extra Days 

Monday 3rd May 2021 – Bank Holiday. 

  School opens Half-term School closes 

Autumn 
2020 

 

Thursday 3rd Septem-
ber 2020 

 

 

Monday 26th October – Friday 30th 
October 2020 

 

 

Friday 18th December 
2020 

 

  

Spring 
2021 

 

Monday 4th January 
2021 

 

 

Monday 15th February – Friday 19th 
February 2021 

 

 

Thursday 1st April 2021 

 

  

Summer 
2021 

 

Monday 19th April 2021 

 

 

Monday 31st May – Friday 4th June 
2021 

 

Wednesday 21st July 
2021 
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Diary Dates 2020—2021 
 
Friday 20th November    - World Children’s Day 
Monday 30th November    - Christingle Week 
Friday 11th December    - Christmas Jumper Day 
Friday 18th December    - Last day of Autumn term 
Monday 4th January    - First day back Spring Term 
Monday 15th February    - Half Term 
Monday 22nd February    - Inset 
Tuesday 23rd February    - Back to School 
Friday 2nd April    - Easter 
Monday 19th April    - Back to School 
Monday 31st May    - Half Term 
Wednesday 16th June    - Olympics Day in School 
Thursday 17th June    - Sports Champion in School 
Friday 2nd July    - Inset 

School’s Covid 19 Update 
Deciding whether your child should be in school at the moment is not an easy decision for parents to 
make. It is important that you do what you feel is right, comfortable and safe for your entire family. 
However, St John’s staff are all doing their best to keep the children safe and happy. I would like to 
congratulate all the children on how amazing they have been and how happy they have all settled in to 
school life. Unfortunately, we cannot guarantee that the school will not have to close again due to this 
virus. If you or any member of your family gets a positive COVID test, then can you please inform the 
school immediately, either by phoning or emailing the school office. We will ensure that no names will be 
passed on to the public. We thank you for your continued support and pray for good health for all. 
Email: office@st-johns-bishopswood.staffs.sch.uk or headteacher@st-johns-bishopswood.staffs.sch.uk  
Tel: 01785 840318  

Miss Challiner 

 
The Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline is available to 

answer questions about coronavirus (COVID-19) relating to education and chil-

dren’s social care. Staff, parents and young people can contact this helpline by 

calling: 

Phone: 0800 046 8687 

Opening hours: 

Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm 

Saturday and Sunday from 10am to 4pm 

 

mailto:office@st-johns-bishopswood.staffs.sch.uk
mailto:headteacher@st-johns-bishopswood.staffs.sch.uk


COVID19 Update 

 

We continue to work closely with the Local authority Covid health 
team as well as the DfE and Public Health England as and when   
needed.  

 

May I remind you all the importance of social distancing, hand   
washing and where you have been advised - to isolating – this means 
staying inside your household for the period of isolation and not    
going out anywhere or mixing with members of other households. If 
you are unsure please look at the guidance on https://www.nhs.uk/
conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/ 

Remember to stay vigilant and if you have any of the main symptoms 
of coronavirus (COVID-19), get a test as soon as possible. Stay at 
home until you get the result. 

The main symptoms of coronavirus are: 

 a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your 
chest or back (you do not need to measure your temperature) 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than 
an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually 
have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means 
you've noticed you cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or 
taste different to normal 
Most people with coronavirus have at least 1 of these symptoms. 

If you have any of the main symptoms of coronavirus: 

1. Get a test to check if you have coronavirus as soon as possible. 

Stay at home and do not have visitors until you get your test result – 
only leave your home to have a test. 
Anyone you live with, and anyone in your support bubble, must also 
stay at home until you get your result. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/


Attendance 

Well done to the following classes 
for the week ending 6th November 

2020 
  Acorns       100% 

   Year 1  94.35% 

   Year 2  100% 

   Year 3      100% 

   Year 4   98.81% 

 

 Year to date 
97.58% 

Well done to the following classes 
for the week ending  

13th November 2020 
  Acorns      100 % 

   Year 1  99.23% 

   Year 2  100% 

   Year 3      97.89% 

   Year 4   100% 

  

 Year to date 
97.75% 

Our target for the year is 

98.5%   

       

Child of the Week  

 

Well done to the following children 
week ending 6th November2020 

  

Acorns    Charlie 

   James    

Saplings  Aurora 

   Joshua E 

Oaks   Reggie 

     Harrison 

  

Well done to the following children 
week ending 13th November2020 

  

Acorns    Daniel 

   Lily  

Saplings  Oliver 

   Liam 

Oaks   Michael 

     Bobby 

Head Teacher’s Award       

 

Well done to Tom E. for receiving the 

Head Teacher’s Award on  

Friday 6th November. 

 

Well done to Tommy P 

  for receiving the Head Teacher’s 

Award on  

Friday 13th November 

Star Writer of the Month 

 

Acorns  Eliza 

 

Saplings  Lily  Year 1 

   Lottie Year 2 

 

Oaks   Isobel D Year 3 

   Emilia Year 4 



Staggered Starts 

Please remember to bring you child at 
the correct time. 

If surname starts with A-K arrive 
8.50 am, pick up 3 pm  

          If surname starts with L-Z  
arrive at 9 am, pick up 3.15 pm 

As things are not improving in relation to 

COVID-19 we are tightening school rules. 

Just one adult to do drop off / collection. 

 

Nursery 

When picking up nursery children at 

lunchtime please can you wait in the car   

until the time of collection and report to the 

office . Please do not go onto to the       

playground. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

 

COVID-19 

 

Please remember to wear a face mask when 

doing the school run, including when using 

Squirrels Out of School Club! 

 

 

 

Administration of Medication. 

 

Medication can only be given to children from 
Year 1 onwards. Unless it is prescribed from a 

Doctor. 

 

All children need to provide their own  

medication eg Calpol and complete a form 
available at the office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children in Need 2020 

 

Thank you for supporting our school council 
in their efforts to raise money for this 

years Children in Need. 

Today you have helped them to raise  

£157.60 

 

 

 

 

 

Please clear your ParentPay debts for Squirrels Out 

of School Club and Dinner money. 

Thank you  

 

 

 

 

 

A huge congratulations to a former pupil  

Adam Beeken  

for achieving head boy at  

Wolgarston High School. 

We are very proud of you. 

 

 

Christmas Raffle 

 

Mrs Sandland is trying to organise a  

Christmas on behalf of the Supporter’s of 

St John’s. If anyone has any business  

contacts who would be willing to donate 

prizes please get in touch! 

Many thanks! 



We Will Remember Them  
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Diary Dates 2020—2021 
 
 
Monday 30th November    - Christingle Week 
Friday 11th December    - Christmas Jumper Day 
Friday 18th December    - Last day of Autumn term 
Monday 4th January    - First day back Spring Term 
Monday 15th February    - Half Term 
Monday 22nd February    - Inset Day 
Tuesday 23rd February    - Back to School 
Friday 2nd April    - Easter  
Monday 19th April    - Back to School 
Monday 31st May    - Half Term 
Wednesday 16th June    - Olympics Day in School 
Thursday 17th June    - Sports Champion in School 
Friday 2nd July    - Inset Day 

School’s Covid 19 Update 

 

If your child is ill or under the weather in any shape or form please do not send them to 
school. 

Please inform the school office they will be absent by phone or email before 9:15am on the first day. 

Please make sure you keep the office  

updated with current home / work / mobile phone numbers and addresses. So that we can contact 
you in unforeseen circumstances. Such as illness. 

 

 

 The Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline is available to 

answer questions about coronavirus (COVID-19) relating to education and chil-

dren’s social care. Staff, parents and young people can contact this helpline by 

calling: 

Phone: 0800 046 8687 

Opening hours: 

Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm 

Saturday and Sunday from 10am to 4pm 

 



COVID19 Update 

 

We continue to work closely with the Local authority Covid health 
team as well as the DfE and Public Health England as and when   
needed.  

 

May I remind you all the importance of social distancing, hand   
washing and where you have been advised - to isolating – this means 
staying inside your household for the period of isolation and not    
going out anywhere or mixing with members of other households. If 
you are unsure please look at the guidance on https://www.nhs.uk/
conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/ 

Remember to stay vigilant and if you have any of the main symptoms 
of coronavirus (COVID-19), get a test as soon as possible. Stay at 
home until you get the result. 

The main symptoms of coronavirus are: 

 a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your 
chest or back (you do not need to measure your temperature) 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than 
an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually 
have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means 
you've noticed you cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or 
taste different to normal 
Most people with coronavirus have at least 1 of these symptoms. 

If you have any of the main symptoms of coronavirus: 

1. Get a test to check if you have coronavirus as soon as possible. 

Stay at home and do not have visitors until you get your test result – 
only leave your home to have a test. 
Anyone you live with, and anyone in your support bubble, must also 
stay at home until you get your result. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/


Attendance 

Well done to the following classes 
for the week ending 20th November 

2020 
  Acorns       98.36% 

   Year 1  96.25% 

   Year 2  98.59% 

   Year 3      97.73% 

   Year 4   98.69% 

 

 Year to date 
97.65% 

 

Well done to the following classes 
for the week ending  

27th November 2020 
  Acorns      98.51% 

   Year 1  95.61% 

   Year 2  91.89% 

   Year 3      Isolation 

   Year 4   Isolation 

  

 Year to date 
97.58% 

Our target for the year is 

       

Child of the Week  

 

   

Well done to the following children 
week ending 27th November2020 

  

Acorns    Oliver 

   Brody 

     

Saplings  Jenson 

   Chloe 

    

Oaks   Luke  

   Ava 

Christmas Party Lunch 

If you haven't already done so please let the 

office know if your child requires a party in a 

bag lunch on 17th December. 

The choices are beef burger, hot dog,  

hot turkey roll or a vegetarian option.  

We need numbers for the kitchens by  

Tuesday 1st December by 12pm, please 
email if you want your child to have a party 
bag lunch this day, with their hot roll choice. 

Lunches will be payable on Parentpay as 

 usual. 

Late orders will not be accepted. 

 

COVID-19 

 

Please remember to wear a face mask 

when doing the school run, including when 

using Squirrels Out of School Club! 

 

 

 

Please can all children bring 

an orange to school with 

them on Monday as we will 

be making Christingles. 

 

Many thanks! 



 

 

 

Christmas Cards 

This time of year children love to send Christmas cards to their friends at school. However, 
due to these nasty germs we think it is best if we do not send and share cards throughout 

the school. Even so, We don't want to be the Grinch!  

Therefore we are holding a Christmas card competition. Each child can design and make 
their own Christmas card for their class mates and bring into school over the next few 

weeks. (You can be as creative as you like and use whatever you have at home). It will be 
displayed for all to see in their classes and on the last week of term we will chose a winner 

from each year group who will win a small prize!   

Good luck and enjoy spreading a bit of Christmas Cheer!  

Reverse Advent Calendar 

Every year at St. John’s we take part in a reverse Advent 

Calendar, helping out the Good shepherd charity in Wol-

verhampton. This year it is even more important to help 

out with everything that is going on in the world at the 

moment. So, from next week we will be asking the chil-

dren to kindly donate something from the list each week 

if possible. Please don’t bring in any fresh produce and 

check that tins, jars etc are well in date. We are grateful 

for any donations you can give as we do our bit for ‘The 

Good Shepherd’ Charity. 

 

Week Beginning Monday 30th November – Tins, Jars, 

Pasta and Packets of sauces etc 

 

Week Beginning Monday 6th December – Toiletries in-

cluding toothpaste, tooth brushes, shower gel, shampoo, 

deodorant, soap etc   

 

Week Beginning Monday 13th December – Hats, socks, 

chocolate, biscuits and crisps! 

Thank you  

 

 

 

 

 

Class  Christmas Party 

Class Christmas Party - On Friday 11th  

December each class will be holding their own 
Christmas party!  

It will be after school until 4.30pm for the cost 
of £3. (please pay  cash on the day) 

Come to school as normal but if you want to 
bring a small bag of party clothes to get 

changed into you are more than welcome.  

There will be fun and games, drinks and 
snacks and chances to win small prizes.  

If you want to take part please let your  

teacher know by Wednesday 9th December. 

 

Squirrels bookings will be refunded if you 
have  

already booked and paid. And will remain 
open till 5.30pm if needed. 
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Diary Dates 2019-2020 

 

 
Friday 20th December    -  Break up for Christmas 
Monday 6th January    -  Spring Term begins. 
Thursday 23rd January   -  Oaks Christingle at St Mary’s, Stafford 
Wednesday 29th January  -  Whole school visit to Chester Zoo 
Tuesday 4th February    -  Book fair arrives 
Wednesday 5th/6th February  - Balanceablity Reception/Year1 
Friday 7th February    -  Number Day 
 

 
 

Oaks to St Mary’s Church, Stafford 

 

 

 

 

On Thursday 23rd January we will be 
taking Oaks to a special Christingle    

Service at  St Mary’s in Stafford. We 
will be joining children from other 

schools all over Stafford.  

Full uniform required. Will take place 
during school hours.  

 

 

Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year 

To You All 

From All The Staff at 

St John’s  

Christmas Fayre 

Thank you to everyone who 

     attended our Christmas Fayre. It 

was an amazing afternoon and 

a wonderful time was had by all.        

The children loved seeing                    

Father Christmas.  A big Thank You to 

everyone who helped make the fayre 

possible.   A special thank you to      

Barbara Sandland who helped            

organise the event, we raised £590.20. 



Attendance 

Well done to the following classes 
for the week ending  13th December 
2019 

 

   Acorns   94.04%   

   Year 1  93.70%  

   Year 2  96.10%  

   Year 3    97.28% 

   Year 4   95.75%  

 

Whole School Year to date 

95.51% 

Our target for the year is 

98.5% 

Well done to the following classes 
for the week ending  20th December 
2019 

   Acorns   94.55%   

   Year 1 94.29%     

   Year 2 96.22%      

   Year 3 97.53%        

   Year 4   96.10%     

Whole School Year to date 

 95.73 % 

     

 

Child of the Week  

Well done to the following children 
week ending 20th December 2019 

 Acorns  Eliza   

 Saplings Seren-Jaye 

   Ben 

   Lottie 

   Charlotte 

 Oaks  Subbi 

   Hope 

Christmas Raffle 

Winners 

Tim Wilkes - £40 Oakley Meal 

Mathew Tromans - VIP Paintball 

Angie Gracey - Stella Gift Set 

Chris Elson - Sex and the City Gift 
Set 

Iris Sambrooks - Remote Controlled 
Truck 

Kelly Greenfield - Body Shop Set 

C Evans - Chocolates 

 

   

Head Teachers Award 

Week ending 20th December 2019  

Poppy  

 

 
 

Please send Children to school with a 
warm coat everyday as we do play out 

side in the cold at break times! 
 

 

Star Writer 

 

          Acorns Abigail 

 

          Saplings Lilly-May 

   Harry 

 

          Oaks            Eddie 

                              Ewan 



 

Inset Day 

 

Just an early reminder that  

Friday 14th February 2020 is an inset day and 

school will be closed to Children. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

There will be a whole school visit to 

Chester Zoo on  

Wednesday 29th January. 

A letter will be sent home shortly. 

 

 

School News 

 

It is with great sadness that we have to 

announce that Miss Sinnott will be  

leaving us at the end of this term.  We 

wish her all the best for the future.   

 

On a happier note Miss Bulmer will be    

joining us from January. 

 

 

 

We raised an amazing  

£91.50 

 Towards the donation for the        

Birmingham Children’s Hospital which was 

presented to them by Poppy 

The children all looked fantastic in their 

Christmas Jumpers and really enjoyed their 

day. 





 

Peter Pan Pantomime 2019 

 

The Children had a fantastic morning at the 

Gate House Theatre.   

They thoroughly enjoyed the perfomance . 
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